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Minutes of Meeting 

 

Subject   Neighbourhood Planning Sub Group Open Meeting 

Date and Place  Wednesday 5th March 2014, Crossley Street Primary School 

Attendees Alan Lamb (Chair & Mayor), Harry Chapman (Deputy Mayor), Mel Jones, 

Nicola Bell, Rosy Tebbett, John Wilkinson, Simon Carvell, Robert Hart, Julie 

Turner, Galan Moss, Sandra Clynes, Tom Ridley (LCC), Ann Lister (Chair of 

Governors Crossley St.), Karen Bradshaw (clerk). 

 

1. AL welcomed all to the meeting at Crossley Street Primary School.  
 

2. Apologies: Phil Joyce, Paul Stevens, Rachel Kato, Nish Kanabar. 
 

3. Approval of the minutes from the last meeting – one amendment required:- 
 

‘5 - HC informed the group that a HGV ban is now in place on the Deighton Road.’  
 
Should read ‘5 – HC informed the group that a HGV ban has been proposed on the 
Deighton Road.’ 

 

4. AL introduced to the group Mr Tom Ridley, Senior Planner in Forward Planning & 
Implementation with Leeds City Council.  
 

5. TR outlined that within the Leeds area there are 30-35 areas that plans are being consulted on. 
There are no plans as yet having been adopted, but Boston Spa and Holbeck are in the process 
of writing their plans. Part of the support that LCC offer is key information and statistics that 
maybe needed for the plan. There are 9 key stages of the plan, highlighted below. 

 

i. Identify the need for a neighbourhood plan 
ii. Identify the key issues for the plan 

iii. Make the application to Leeds City Council for the neighbourhood forum 
iv. Provide supporting evidence for proposals 
v. Consult on the plan and engage with the neighbourhood 

vi. Prepare the plan document 
vii. Ensure that the plan complies with EU regulations 

viii. Ensure there is no conflict with nation and regional regulations 
ix. Submit to the inspector for approval 

 

TR feels that if we aim for referendum in May 2015, we need to decide how complicated and to 
what depth the plan needs to go. In the referendum only the votes of 50% of the people who 
turn out to vote are required to pass the plan. TR was asked how we show that we have 
consulted on the plan. TR recommended that a series of ‘drop-in’ events would probably work 
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well in the Wetherby area, as long as a broad base of residents were consulted. The inspector 
would be looking for ‘what has been reasonable’ with regards the consultations, the plan would 
not be failed if there were no responses, if we can demonstrate that we made the effort to 
consult. 
 
TR listed a few other engagement events that had worked well in other areas:- 

 Drop-ins 

 Free school disco as long as the young people who attended completed a questionnaire 

 Stalls at local events – quite often these were given for free 

 Website 
 
TR was questioned about the timescale for the inspector. TR said that first it would be prudent 
to engage LCC to ensure that the EU, national and regional regulations were not being 
breached. The planning consultant will check the plan at this stage, and should be returned 
within a week. if all was okay, it would go before the inspector. The final inspection / 
examination will take approximately 6 weeks but with the majority of plans being finalised and 
arriving for final inspection at the same time, LCC will keep us informed on this timescale. 
 
TR was questioned if there were any amendments or changes required to the plan in the future, 
how this would be done. TR instructed the group that any amendments to the plan would have 
to follow the same process for the original plan, and would probably take 3-6 months. 
 

6. TR informed the group about the CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy). The CIL is a fee that all 
housing developments incur and is based on the square meter of a dwelling. The developer 
makes this payment to LCC with 25% of the payment going directly to the town council. The fee 
is a contribution towards improvements in infrastructure, schools, transport. The payments are 
staged, with the first payment being incurred as soon as the development is started. The 
average price per house that is paid over is £8-9k with 25% of the fee going to the town council. 
It was then questioned what would happen to the 25% that went to the town council. TR 
outlined that it was up to the town council to spend that money how they wish, the 
neighbourhood plan could specify and identify on what areas this money needs to be spent. AL 
informed the group that the town council needs to be reformed around the neighbourhood 
plan in the future, so that the money is spent in the best way. TR told the group that the CIL 
money that is paid over to LCC from developments in Wetherby will be spent in the Wetherby 
area, it is up to the town council how they spend the 25% that they are given. MJ questioned 
how much the CIL was for commercial developments – TR said it was slightly more that the 
domestic CIL but the town council still received 25% of the fee. AL told the group that the plan 
will be taken into consideration when the CIL money is being spent by the town council. The 
group discussed the possibilities of a new school and leisure centre, and the possibilities of 
adding these into the plan, and also questioned the possibility of reviewing the site allocation 
for new developments. AL informed the group that the leisure centre is making a huge loss and 
the director of leisure services for LCC would be interested in coming to talk to the group. This 
would be to work with the group to develop a positive outcome for both the leisure centre and 
the community. TR was questioned that if there was a change of government, would the 
neighbourhood plans continue to be adopted. TR said that labour supports the scheme and 
would continue with the plans. 
 

7. KB is to email the survey findings out to the group so they can review and decide what statistics 
the need to conclude the survey. ACTION KB 
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8. The group agreed that they need to focus on what the priorities are, create a list and 
statements as to what is required /desired in the plan. This will be focused on at the next 
meeting. 

 

9. A vote of thanks was given to Julie Turner, along with a bouquet of flowers, for all the hard 
work she had put into the survey analysis. 

 

10. Date of the next meeting: - Wednesday 19th March 2014, Wetherby Town Hall, 6pm – 8pm 
 

11. Meeting closed 8.10pm 
 
 
 

 


