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Minutes of Meeting 

 

Subject   Neighbourhood Planning Sub Group Open Meeting 

Date and Place  Wednesday 2nd April 2014, Wetherby High School 6pm 

Attendees Alan Lamb (Chair & Mayor), Harry Chapman (Deputy Mayor), Julie Turner, 

Galan Moss, Norma Harrington, Michael Garlick, Mel Jones, Rosy Tebbett, 

John Wilkinson, Phil Joyce, Rachel Kato, David Barker, Rob Hart, Karen 

Bradshaw (clerk). 

 

1. AL welcomed all to the meeting at Wetherby High School.  
 

2. Apologies: Sandra Clynes, Nish Kanabar, Nicola Bell, Simon Carvell. 
 

3. Approval of the minutes from the last meeting. 
 
4. Reference was made to the Thame plan, a few of the group had read it through and 

commented that it follows a simple framework which is understandable by the community and 
also in a format that would satisfy the planners. Thame is a market town of 11,000 residents 
which is very similar to Wetherby which has 13,000 residents. It was suggested that our plan 
follows a similar structure of 4-5 key themes to be worked on and built on using the survey 
responses. The group then separated into its sub groups for an hour to focus on the key 
themes. 

 
 

5. Health, Wellbeing and Leisure 
 

1 The facilities for young people and elderly people need to be improved and updated, which 
may also involve the creation of new facilities 

2 The way residents find out about local information needs to be in an easier format for all to 
access – brochure / newsletter / website were the favoured media 

3 Residents would prefer to have health appointments for minor injuries and outpatients in 
Wetherby rather than travelling further afield. 

 
6. Education 

 
1 Investment is required into the physical structure of Wetherby High School. The current 

school is in a poor rundown condition. The group will need to look into whether the current 
building is replaced and if it is, what other community services and facilities would be 
incorporated 

2 The demand for adult education and learning needs to be assessed now that the 
community college. The group will look into and asses the requirements for adult learning 
in Wetherby 
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3 Childcare and nursery provision needs to be assessed to understand the capacity 
requirements needed in the future 

 
 

7. Transport and Housing 
 
1 Wetherby is a car based town, with close links to motorways. This attracts businesses so 

needs to be embraced 
2 Parking requires improvement, or the transport services require improving so fewer cars 

have to come into Wetherby town centre. The group will be looking into resolving traffic 
issues 

3 Housing is required as a form of benefit for the community. The types of housing that are 
required and favoured are for first time buyers, smaller housing and bungalows. 

 
 

8. Shopping and Working 
 

1 Continued investment is required to improve the highways, pavements and pedestrian 
crossings in Wetherby 

2 Improved signage is required for business drivers to bypass the town centre, thus reducing 
the amount of traffic flowing through the town. Out of town parking with bus travel and 
better bus infrastructure will be assessed to also improve traffic flow and volume in the 
town 

3 Wetherby is proud of its market heritage, this needs to be encouraged with more courtyard 
shops and appealing environment for shoppers. The town needs to have its brown signs 
reinstated and better signage to attract visitors.  

4 An additional supermarket is required if it is done sympathetically and in harmony with 
other local businesses 
 

 
9. The groups were asked to think about any further information that they require to assist them 

with moving forward with their key themes. 
 

 
10. Date of the next meeting: - Wednesday 30th April 2014, TBC, 6pm – 8pm 

 
11. Meeting closed 8.00pm 

 
 
 

 


