
Wetherby Neighbourhood Planning 

 

 Page 1 
 

Minutes of Meeting 

 

Subject   Neighbourhood Planning Sub Group Open Meeting 

Date and Place  Wednesday 18th June 2014, Wetherby Town Hall, 6pm 

Attendees Alan Lamb (Chair & Mayor), Tom Ridley (LCC), Julie Turner, Galan Moss, 

Norma Harrington, Rachel Kato, David Barker, Rob Hart, Simon Carvell, Mel 

Jones, Nicola Bell, Rosy Tebbett, John Wilkinson, Karen Bradshaw (clerk). 

 

1. AL welcomed all to the meeting at Wetherby Town Hall.  
 

2. Apologies: Harry Chapman, Phil Joyce, Michael Garlick, Ian Mackay (LCC) 
 

3. AL had been in touch with 3 planning consultants with a view to writing the plan. One did not 
respond, one did not have capacity and one was hopeful. A meeting will be arranged to meet 
the consultant and go through the brief and costing’s with her. NH, JW and AL to arrange a 
meeting, with GM in reserve. 

 
4. The group looked through the introduction written by AL – initial thoughts were that it was very 

good and covered all points. 
 

5. The Health, wellbeing and leisure group gave an outline of their progress. A meeting with 
Harrogate CCG had gone well and feedback from the survey had prompted another meeting 
after the points raised had been discussed. The health centre is very happy for the ideas in the 
plan to be implemented, but funding would need to be secured. Leeds CCG holds the funding 
for Wetherby. The list of surgeries held at Wetherby health centre was much larger than 
originally thought and NH will look into advertising what clinics are available. TR commented 
that these issues in the plan were not issues that the examiner would be looking at as they did 
not involve planning issues. These aspirations would be put in as an appendix. The aspirations 
need to be specific and identify what needs to be spent on each item. CIL money could be 
identified and allocated to specifics. The group discussed the possibility of an alternative site for 
the leisure centre and if this could be identified then CIL funds could be allocated to this. The 
example of Holt Park Leisure Centre was mentioned, where the centre had been regenerated to 
increase footfall and incorporated the library and shopping centre. If these specifics could be 
identified and included in the plan, then a proposal for the redundant land would also need to 
be sort. 

 
6. The Education group outlined their key themes. The quality of the high school needs to be 

improved, the capacity and quality of education services needs to be investigated – in 
particularly with regards any new housing development versus capacity of the school. One key 
theme was that the quality across Wetherby for all schools needs to be good. One of the ideas 
for the plan with regards further / adult / lifelong learning was that the U3A and council could 
work together to create a central directory of courses as there was a duplication in courses 
offered by different providers across Wetherby. TR mentioned that CIL money could be used for 
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this. AL mentioned to the group that the pressure of school places was at Primary school level, 
where in approximately 3 years all primary schools in Wetherby will be at full capacity under 
current projections. Plans have been drawn up to increase class intakes at one school but it was 
felt that there needs to be choice for parents for all schools across Wetherby, which would 
require increased intake at all schools. 

 

7. The group reviewed the Business, Working and Shopping proposal. They have identified a need 
to bring people into the town and questioned whether a new supermarket would do this. They 
have identified that the site of the council offices are ideal for a town based supermarket but 
have specified that an underground car park would be ideal. TR instructed the group that if such 
a specification was to be included in the plan then a viability study would need to be completed 
and included. The council would have to fund this study. The examiner would want to see 
evidence of the viability and the development cost. It was discussed that the town council 
would also need to approach LCC asset management department to agree the sale of the site. 
The sale of this site would more than likely be at commercial rates, with 80% going to LCC and 
20% going to Wetherby town council. LCC could object to this rate and the development. The 
group discussed the issue of parking for any new supermarket or town centre development. TR 
instructed the group that the plan could specify that any development needs to provide over 
the standard allocation of spaces and we could also outline different zones for regeneration. 
The group discussed out of town supermarkets and that the sites around the outskirts of 
Wetherby go against national and local planning policies, but if the group were to identify a 
need for more supermarkets and a suitable site then this could be specified in the plan.  
 

8. Parking, pedestrian crossings, link road and improved signage were all discussed in length. The 
increased traffic due to the Linton Neighbourhood Plan is also a possibility, so it was suggested 
that the group review their plan and enter into discussion with them regarding any issues that 
would affect Wetherby. 

 

9. The housing group outlined their plan, which included any new housing needing to be in 
keeping and any windfall sites required to be high quality. TR explained to the group the 
definition of wind fall and also affordable housing.  TR also explained how housing developers 
have been in discussion with councils to reduce the number of affordable houses in return for a 
payment to the council. The group discussed the need for Wetherby people to have access to 
council / affordable housing in Wetherby. The council would be able to provide the group with 
some information regarding waiting lists, but it was suggested that a local housing association 
be set up so that the allocation could be determined by them. It was agreed that the housing 
group should get someone from the housing association to talk to them about this. Again CIL 
money could be used to help set a group up. 
 

10. A discussion took place regarding transport links, TR make the group aware that with improved 
transport links comes an increase in housing allocation to the area. He also mentioned that with 
any new development, consultation with Metro is required. Metro have their own strategies for 
new developments, and ensure that they are feasible. Any new housing development requires 
the developer to make a contribution to Metro for new bus and transport links. AL to arrange 
someone from transport / highways to come and talk to the group. 

 
11. Date of the next meeting: - Tuesday 1st July 2014, TBC, 6pm – 8pm 

 
12. Meeting closed 8.00pm 


