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Minutes of Meeting 

 

Subject   Neighbourhood Planning Sub Group Open Meeting 

Date and Place  Wednesday 1st July 2014, Wetherby Magistrates Court, 6pm 

Attendees Alan Lamb (Chair), Harry Chapman (Mayor), Ian Mackay (LCC), Julie Turner, 

Galan Moss, Norma Harrington, Rachel Kato, David Barker, Rob Hart, Simon 

Carvell, Mel Jones, John Wilkinson, Karen Bradshaw (clerk). 

 

1. AL welcomed all to the meeting at Wetherby Magistrates Court.  
 

2. Apologies:  Rosy Tebbett, Nish Kanabar 
 

3. Approval of the minutes: one amendment is required – AL was not the Mayor at the time of the 
last meeting, the baton has been passed to HC 

 

4. AL and JW had met with Kathryn Dukes and Mike Dando who are plan writers. They will be 
preparing a proposal and costings for the next meeting. This would be a rough costing for each 
part of the plan, and the group would be responsible for writing a detailed brief for them to 
follow. They will need to review the timeline and where the group have got up to and see if we 
have missed anything at this point. They were very impressed with the survey.  

 

5. AL is to ask the election working group about the feasibility of having the referendum for the 
plan at the same time as the election. The initial discussions have indicated that it will not be 
possible due to the amount of work involved for the council with regards counting votes at the 
same time as all the other votes. AL will instruct the group on his findings at the next meeting. 

 

6. One point which the plan writers raised was the need for statutory consultation requirements 
with organisations such as English Heritage, the Fire Service, and Yorkshire Water. This depends 
on the content of the plan and the organisations that would have an interest in any issues with 
the plan. These could be just a matter of covering the bases and having a letter of discharge 
from the relevant organisations.   

 

7. The plan writers had mentioned about funding that was available, with the Locality fund 
opening again on 1st August. The planning aid for the provision of a plan writer is 
oversubscribed and the group is unlikely to get any support from this fund. 

 
8. IM joined the group and discussed the site allocation of housing plan for the Wetherby area. As 

site allocation is not currently part of our plan, IM instructed the group that if any of the current 
allocation were rejected, then this would mean that additional sites would need to be found. 
Therefore it would be worth the group thinking about the possibility of having to allocate sites. 
In Leeds, 70,000 houses have to be site allocated, not built. Wetherby comes under the Outer 
North East area, and we have an allocation of 5000 houses. The sites listed are ranked in red, 
amber and green, and so far we have 2000 ranked green. This means that from the other 
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ranked sites 3000 home sites need to be found. IM mentioned that if any of the larger sites are 
not allocated then the group will need to look into other sites. The final draft report is due out 
in August to view. The link to the document is below:- 

 

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/council/Pages/Site-Allocations-Development-Plan-Document-

(LDF).aspx 

 

9. IM discussed with the group the engagement of the consultant plan writers. His advice was to 
make sure there was a detailed brief in place as to what we want the writers to be involved 
with and to what level. IM has offered to review the detailed brief once it has been drafted. The 
writers will need careful management. With regards to working with LCC, they are drafting a 
Neighbourhood Planning agreement which outlines the roles and responsibilities of the council 
and how best to work with the local council. This agreement covers the statutory 
responsibilities of the council such as prior to referendum, the council will review the draft 
proposal, the council will appoint an appropriate examiner, and they will agree to respond in a 
timely manner.  Any requested made to the council need to be as much detail as possible and 
within a reasonable timescale.  
 

10. IM discussed with the group the referendum provision and timing. There is a discussion to be 
held with the council but it will be most likely that the referendum will be held in July or August 
2015, with the cost being born by the council. For every successful plan the council received 
£25k. This covers the cost of the support, examination and referendum. In the smaller areas, 
the £25k is more than the cost, but in areas such as Wetherby the cost will be more than the 
£25k. It is worth formally allocating 3 or 4 dates for the referendums as there will be a limited 
number due to the services available. 

 

11. There is a possibility that the examiner may recommend that people from outside the 
Wetherby area are able to vote on the referendum. This is due to any planning policies written 
into the plan that would affect other area. For example if a link road was proposed for 
Wetherby which crossed into Harrogate councils area. IM instructed the group that it is good 
practice to consult with the local parishes and other local areas. The issue was raised that if a 
development was planned near but not in the Wetherby area boundary, this would not reduce 
the allocation of sites for Wetherby. Without significant development there would be no 
opportunity for significant infrastructure.  

 

12. IM has offered to run a workshop for the group, this will take place now on 13th August. Before 
the workshop IM advised the group to re-focus on what it is we are trying to deliver. He advised 
us to go through the checklist on the LCC website:- 

 

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/docs/Leeds%20Neighbourhood%20Planning%20Guidance.pdf 
 
The group need to understand what are planning policies and what are aspirations, and also 
focus more on the planning aspects of the plan. The workshop will be split into two aspects with 
one being on the primary planning policies, design, greenspaces, and the second half being on 
all the other aspects of the plan. 
 

13. Date of the next meeting: - Wednesday 16th July 2014, Wetherby Magistrates Court, 6pm – 
8pm 

14. Meeting closed 8.00pm 
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