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Minutes of Meeting 

 

Subject   Neighbourhood Planning Sub Group Open Meeting 

Date and Place  Wednesday 16th July 2014, Wetherby Magistrates Court, 6pm 

Attendees Harry Chapman (Mayor & Chair), Julie Turner, Norma Harrington, David 

Barker, Rob Hart, Mel Jones, John Wilkinson, Michael Garlick, Phil Joyce, 

Karen Bradshaw (clerk). 

 

1. HC welcomed all to the meeting at Wetherby Magistrates Court.  
 

2. Apologies:  Galan Moss, Nicola Bell, Simon Cavell, Nish Kanabar, Rachael Kato, Alan Lamb 
 

3. Approval of the minutes 
 

4. The group looked at Leeds City Council’s document ‘Leeds Neighbourhood Planning Guidance’ 
appendix 1 – 10 Tips for a Successful Neighbourhood Plan. Each point was gone through. 

 

1. Agree Local Issues – it was agreed that this had been done 
2. Agree a timescale – it was agreed that the group had broken down into steps the 

planning process to achieve the time plan but it was felt that this was not in-depth 
enough and needs to be revisited. We also need to know what the date would be for a 
referendum as this is the critical end point of the plan. 

3. Work with the Council – the group felt that the council were ‘getting there’ with their 
support and it was clear that they were on a learning curve as the much as the rest of us. 
It was questioned if we were getting enough support from across the council in terms of 
transport, education and health. PJ mentioned that information on education was not 
forthcoming and an improved dialog was needed, along with a contact list for the 
relevant personnel in each department of the council. Trying to get access to the relevant 
person was a problem. It was agreed that there was a huge stumbling block in the 
planning process as the core strategy document from LCC was not complete and would 
not be available for review until late autumn. There were some key points of information 
that was felt the group needed from the council – these included looking at the 
assumptions that LCC have regarding the core strategy, more up to date information 
regarding future plans and developments – this would include both hard and soft 
information, and also the interpretation of the core strategy is critical. It was agreed that 
each sub group needed to assess if more information was required to complete their 
section of the plan. Housing felt that they needed to look at the site allocation in some 
more detail. Once the additional information had been received, it was agreed that 
further public consultation may be required. KB will contact Ian Mackay with regards to a 
list of organisations for the statutory consultation. 

4. Involve Others – the survey had been a major part of the involvement of the community 
and their views. The sub groups need to now look in detail at whether there is a need for 
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further consultation before drafting the proposals, and then a further consultation after 
the plan has been drafted. 

5. Be Realistic – the group were still struggling with the idea of what is an aspiration and 
what would be dealt with as a planning policy. This will be covered in detail at the next 
meeting which will be a workshop run by Ian Mackay. 

6. Follow Local and National Policy – again, because LCC has not completed their core 
strategy policy, this will be hard to incorporate. Once the document has been finalised 
the group will have a clearer understanding of what the local policies are. There will also 
be considerable input on this section from the plan writing consultants. 

7. Follow Legal Requirements – it was felt that this had been considered  
8. Be Pro-growth – the group agreed that we are under an obligation to agree on and 

propose sites for development around Wetherby. The group debated at some length 
about the definition of affordable housing and social housing. It was felt that a further 
public consultation will be needed to make the views of the general public on this matter 
very clear – is it housing that is low in price (thus making them affordable) or is it social 
housing (part council owned part private owned) that the public want. We also need to 
consult again on the development sites proposed around Wetherby, and what their 
development would mean with regards to funding and improvements to the 
infrastructure. 

9. Promote Sustainability – this section was discussed with regards to providing local 
facilities to local residence, and this lead back to the discussions required with LCC with 
regards to future developments. 

10. Consult and Engage – the group are aware for the need to consult again on certain 
sections of the plan, and the proposal for having some open sessions in the Town Hall 
was put forward. 

 

5. Housing was then discussed with regards to the amount of work still to be done and it was 
expressed that there needs to be quite a bit more work done on site allocation and also on the 
transport side of this section of the plan. It was agreed that there were no other locations 
within Wetherby town centre that could be put forward for development other than the council 
offices. Looking back at the site allocation draft, the Mecure Hotel was mentioned as having 
been put forward for development. The provision of a large hotel was discussed and it was 
agreed that this was a critical facility for the town to attract tourist and visitors.  

 

6. The tender that had been provided by Directions Planning Consultancy was discussed but it was 
felt that a better assessment of the tender would be made after the next meeting and 
workshop. 

 

 
7. Date of the next meeting: - Wednesday 13th August 2014, Wetherby Town Hall, 6pm – 8pm  

 
8. Meeting closed 8.00pm 


