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Minutes of Meeting 

 

Subject   Neighbourhood Planning Sub Group Open Meeting 

Date and Place  Wednesday 27th August 2014, Wetherby Magistrates Court, 6pm 

Attendees Harry Chapman (Mayor), Norma Harrington, Rob Hart, John Wilkinson, 

Galan Moss, Michael Garlick, David Barker, Simon Carvell, Karen Bradshaw 

(clerk). 

 

1. HC welcomed all to the meeting at Wetherby Magistrates Court.  As AL was not present, it was 
agreed that no chair would be appointed to run the meeting. 
 

2. Apologies:  Julie Turner, Nicola Bell, Alan Lamb 
 

3. Approval of the minutes – no matters arising 
 

4. AL has requested that another member of the group take over the role of Chair as he is unable 
to continue due to other work commitments. The group were asked to think about it and if 
anyone would like the role to contact AL to discuss.  

 

5. JW asked if the funding window that was due to open at the beginning of August had been 
acted upon – AL to be asked. 

 

6. The general feeling of the group was that the plan was not moving forward and the question 
was raised as to this being the right point to get the consultants involved and ask them to be 
involved in putting the drafts into written format for the group to review and refine.  

 

7. The housing group felt that there was missing information regarding ‘social / affordable’ 
housing, as the definition of this was not fully understood by the general public. It was felt that 
further consultation will be needed on this, but the group also referred to the Exeter St James 
plan where there was a general statement included that covered all of this area and it was felt 
that it would be possible to include a similar statement in the Wetherby plan. The group looked 
at several sections of the Exeter St James’ plan, and it was felt that this plan could be moulded 
to fit with the ideas and aspirations of the Wetherby plan. 

 

8. There are several plans already in progress with the council, such as parking. It was felt that the 
section of the plan for education was a weak point, and the group discussed either leaving it out 
of the plan completely or including any ideas in the aspiration section of the plan, depending on 
the money that would possibly be raised from future developments. The group referred back to 
Exeter and St James’ plan, where they had used a ‘project list’ as their aspirations. The group 
discussed ideas that could be included in this list, such as tourism and retaining a hotel in 
Wetherby, retaining the character of Wetherby and preventing development sprawl to the 
south of the town. The possible sites for housing development could also be included in this 
project list and the following sites were discussed:- 
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1. Royal Mail sorting office 
2. Police station / magistrates court 
3. Council offices 
4. Fire station 
5. Mecure hotel 

 

9. Another idea discussed for the projects list was flashing speed signs for the town centre. It was 
discussed whether research was needed before this could be implemented.  The issue of 
supermarkets was raised, it was felt that due to the split within the town, that the issue had to 
be included in the plan but no decision could be made. With the possible large developments in 
neighbouring areas, such as Thorp Arch, a joint solution may be sort at a later date. 
 

10. The group discussed the way forward, and decided that at the next meeting, each sub group 
would have a written draft plan. Simon Carvell will work on the education subgroup, as no one 
was present from that group. It was agreed that Ian Mackay was not required to complete a 
second workshop session. 

 
11. Date of the next meeting: - Wednesday 24th September 2014, Wetherby Town Hall, 6pm – 

8pm  
 
12. Meeting closed 8.00pm 


