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Minutes of Meeting 

 

Subject   Neighbourhood Planning Open Meeting with LCC Planners 

Date and Place  Tuesday 4th November 2014, Wetherby Town Hall, 3pm 

Attendees Alan Lamb (Chair), Harry Chapman (Mayor), Adam Ward (LCC Planning), 

Daniel Child (LCC Planning), Michael Garlick, Julie Turner, Galan Moss, Mel 

Jones, David Barker, Rachel Kato, Phil Joyce, Norma Harrington, Karen 

Bradshaw (Clerk). 

 

1. AL welcomed all to the meeting at Wetherby Town Hall.   
 

2. Apologies:  Simon Carvell, Rob Hart, Rosy Tebbett, Nicola Bell, Iain Mackintosh 
 

3. Approval of the minutes – N/A 
 

AW introduced himself and DC to the group. AW is the planning team leader for North Leeds at 
Leeds City Council. AW determines and assesses planning applications, and also offers advice on 
pre-applications. Planning policy writing is not part of his role. The site allocation for Leeds has 
been found sound and approved by the inspectors. Site allocation will be published in April 
2015. 
  

4. The national planning policy is the overall framework for all planning, including site allocation. 
Land owners have been asked to come forward to propose land for the site allocation. The core 
strategy sets the numbers of dwellings required per region. The allocation for Leeds is 70,000 
new dwellings, with 5,000 for north east Leeds. There is an application in for 2,000 at Thorp 
Arch. Current planning applications are encompassed within the 5,000 set out for NW Leeds. 
AW was asked about CIL funds (Community Infrastructure Levy). The CIL funds will be 
implemented in Leeds from 6th April 2015. This provides money for education, transport and 
local infrastructure from new housing developments. The rate for north east Leeds is £90m2 
average. There is a schedule of charges which are fixed. The developments in Leeds city centre 
will have a much lower rate of CIL – Charging Zone map below. Each development will be 
assessed for infrastructure needs. The neighbourhood plan can identify issues with potential 
sites and suggest solutions with regards to the infrastructure requirements. The plan can also 
identify sites over and above the 5,000 required for the north east Leeds area. The NHP would 
sites would carry more weight with the planners than one individual land owner. Each site 
would have to be assessed for sustainability. LCC has a 5 year land bank supply, with Martin 
Elliott as the contact. AW to let KB have a copy of the latest site allocation plan. 
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5. The site at Thorp Arch was discussed; AW informed the group that 25% of the CIL money would 
be paid to the parish council of Thorp Arch and not the town council of Wetherby. If the plans 
were passed with between 800 and 2000 houses being built, a strain would be placed on the 
local infrastructure of Wetherby. A housing market needs assessment has to be written for each 
application, this is written by an independent consultant on behalf of the developers.  

 

6. AW was asked about the capability of the NHP to enforce future developments to build smaller 
housing for low cost. The NHP would have to provide market requirement evidence to support 
any policy in the NHP, but it could be enforced within the policy planning. Part of this evidence 
would need to be waiting times on local housing association lists. The plan could only specify 
open market housing to be small low cost houses. AW told the group that LCC are very aware of 
the local market needs of Wetherby, and from surveys they have also identified that Wetherby 
is an aging population with a need of appropriate housing.  

 

7. AW discussed the weak points of the draft NHP. The policies included require more body, as a 
set of aspirations and objectives they are fine. The section on employment and trading is a vital 
one and needs to be added into the plan. With the trading estate, it is critical that the 
commercial side of the plan has equal weight with housing.  

 

8. The impact on Wetherby from the potential Thorp Arch development was discussed. As the CIL 
money would not be payable to the town council, AW informed the group that the town council 
could apply to central funds for money to improve infrastructure. The subject of a new 
supermarket was discussed in conjunction with the increase on local services from the potential 
development. It is national policy that ‘out of town’ supermarkets are not given planning 
approval. Out of town is 400m from the mapped area of the town centre.  With the potential 
added pressure on the already over shopped Morrisons supermarket, there could be a case that 
an additional supermarket would be needed. The additional shoppers would lessen the 
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negative impact on local shops and there would be more likelihood of planning approval for a 
new supermarket. AW advised that a section on town centre shopping should be included in the 
NHP.  
 

9. Date of the next meeting: - Wednesday 19th November, Wetherby Town Hall, 7pm – 9pm 
 
10. Meeting closed 4.15pm 
 
 


