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Minutes of Meeting 

 

Subject   Neighbourhood Planning Open Meeting  

Date and Place  Wednesday 14th January, Wetherby Magistrates Court, 6pm 

Attendees Harry Chapman (Chair), Galan Moss, Phil Joyce, John Wilkinson, Rob Hart, 

Simon Carvell, Norma Harrington, Julie Turner, David Barker, Rachel Kato, 

Karen Bradshaw (Clerk). 

1. HC welcomed all to the meeting at Wetherby Magistrates Court.   
 

2. Apologies:  Michael Garlick, Alan Lamb 
 

3. Approval of the minutes  
 

4. PJ explained to the group the comments he had made on the drafts from each sub group. P1 
sections are where planning consent is required and will be inspected on its compliance with 
local and government framework content. P2 are part of the plan but not subject to inspection 
– these could be termed as aspirations. 

 

5. Health and Wellbeing – PJ when through what issues he had raised and NH had responded. The 
main issue is that the building that the youth club is using is in need of capital expenditure as it 
falling in to disrepair. There is a lack of provision and funding from Leeds City Council who 
currently own the building and pay for a youth worker once a week to run the youth club. The 
town council are currently in discussions with LCC with regards the building and the agreement 
in place to use the building. It was agreed that the plan should recommend a feasibility study to 
determine who should run the youth club, how it should be funded and the implementation of 
increased youth service provision. There would be a policy included in the plan, that would 
prioritise any funding that became available, to be spent on the renewal of the building. The 
group would also look into the building becoming a possible community asset, with ownership 
transferring to either the Town Council, a trust or a private individual who would run and 
manage the building for personal gain. Within the transfer of ownership, the plan would 
stipulate that the building would always remain a community interest hub. 
 
The group discussed the Hallfield Medical Centre, and the possibility of increased services. PJ 
informed the group that this aspect of the plan was a P2 item, where we can raise awareness 
and bring forward the issue but it would not form part of the plan that would be inspected. NH 
informed the group that as a result of the survey feedback, a dialogue has been opened 
between Harrogate CCG and Leeds CCG. The group discussed the plans that have been drawn 
up to relocate the swimming pool with in the possible new Wetherby High School development. 
It was agreed that it would be advantageous if the group could have sight of these plans. KB to 
arrange for the plans to be available at the next meeting. The group discussed the use of the 
school as a central hub for community activities, and PH made the group aware that the site 
needs to be used for its main purpose – a school. There will be unintended consequence of the 
addition of other services. The use of the facilities should be focused on evening and weekend 
use, and this should be encouraged.  
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The sub group agreed to go through the additional comments and feedback on these sections. 
 

6. Tourism – A discussion is required with the Tourist Board with regards Wetherby and hotels. 
The general consensus from the group is that a hotel is required, but a discussion with the 
Tourist Board would confirm if this is the case. They will also be able to confirm what criteria a 
hotel operator would be looking for, and the group could then design a policy around this. 
There needs to be firm evidence that there is a need for a hotel – the inspector will be looking 
for this within the plan. The question was raised to whether the racecourse would support a 
hotel within Wetherby, a discussion is required with them. PJ instructed the group that for the 
Mecure site to be feasible financially, then a mix of housing and a hotel may be the best option, 
but research and evidence would be required to prove this. 
 

7. Business, retail and work – it was agreed that PJ would meet separately with the sub group to 
discuss this section of the plan. 

 

8. Housing - it was agreed that PJ would meet separately with the sub group to discuss this section 
of the plan. 

 

9. The group looked at photographs that Michael Garlick had kindly produced of the entrances to 
Wetherby. In light of this, the site visit planned for Saturday 17th January was cancelled. 

 

10. Date of the next meeting: - Wednesday 25th February 2015, Wetherby Town Hall, 6-8pm 
 
11. Meeting closed 7.30pm 
 


