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Minutes of Meeting 

 

Subject   Neighbourhood Planning Open Meeting  

Date and Place  Wednesday 18th March, Wetherby Town Hall, 6pm 

Attendees Alan Lamb (Chair), Harry Chapman (Mayor), Rachel Kato, Norma Harrington, 

Karen Bradshaw (Clerk) 

 Boston Spa Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group – Vivienne Skinner, Jeff 

Newton, Geoff Shaw, Sandy Goodall, Earl Williams 

1. AL welcomed all to the meeting at Wetherby Town Hall, especially the members of the Boston 
Spa Neighbourhood Plan steering group.   
 

2. Apologies:  Phil Joyce, Rob Hart, David Barker, Michael Garlick, Galan Moss, Simon Carvell 
 

3. Approval of the minutes  
 

4. AL explained to the Boston Spa group how far the Wetherby neighbourhood plan had got, and 
that we were now ready for a consultant to be engaged. AL explained that there were no sites 
within Wetherby that could be allocated for housing, which had made the process easier. There 
are several windfall sites which need to be taken into consideration. There is a sense of urgency 
to produce the draft plan, as the CIL money is due to be reduced from 25% to 15%. AL also 
informed the group that a significant housing proposal for the site Asda were interested in is 
expected soon. 

 

Geoff Shaw from the Boston Spa steering group told the group that the Boston Spa team 
started their plan in 2012/13, and has an enthusiastic team with a wealth of skills. They have 
collected a large amount of evidence collected and collated, from which the topic groups have 
been formed:- 
 
Housing and development 
Infrastructure and environment 
Transport and getting about 
Heritage and conservation 
Business and local employment 
Community Wellbeing 
Vibrant village centre 
 
The Boston Spa plan is currently being checked by the group and is ready to go to print. The 
group will be meeting with Mike Dando from Locality to review the draft plan. They then plan to 
have an exhibition and 6 week consultation in July which will coincide with the publication of 
the village annual newsletter which all households will receive. This will include an 
announcement regarding the consultation period. There will be flyers, posters and further 
gazebo exhibition events to engage the community in June / July. If Leeds City Council agrees, a 
referendum will be held in December. AL informed the Boston Spa group that he sits on the 
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Leeds Election Committee and several dates have been set aside for neighbourhood plan 
referendums. 

 
5. One of the key issues that affect both groups is the poor bus services to York and Leeds. Boston 

Spa group have consulted with young people in their area and have found that they enjoy going 
to the local youth clubs but the bus fares and times, particularly at weekends prohibits them for 
using them. Although a policy cannot be included to influence or change the bus services, an 
aspiration can be included that states that a proportion of CIL funds could be used to improve 
the bus services or to provide a bus service. 
 

6. Cycle links are also a key issue. The Boston Spa group outlined their long-term aspirations of 
having a new cycle link from the centre of Boston Spa along the main road to link up with the 
cycle path to Wetherby. This would hopefully encourage cycle to work schemes and help the 
parking situation in Wetherby. They also informed the group of the creation of a cycle path link 
over the river at Newton Kyme (the old paper mill) which will link into the Sustran system. 

 

7. The group discussed Boston Spa Comprehensive School and Wetherby High School. AL informed 
the Boston Spa group of the planned redevelopment of the Wetherby High site to incorporate a 
new high school, leisure complex and library. This development would potentially have an 
impact on Boston Comp School; with the intact becoming less once this redevelopment had 
taken place. There could be an argument for combining both schools and releasing the Boston 
Spa site for development by LCC. At present 60% of Boston Comp students are from outside the 
area and are bussed in. If the development at Headley Hall were also to go ahead, their plans 
incorporate a secondary school, which would give more grounds to releasing Boston Comp site 
for development. The Boston Spa group have completed several surveys and researched the 
background to Boston Comp and found that when it was built it was the pride of the area, with 
the majority of the staff living in the village and the majority of students coming from the 
surrounding areas. Now due to the house prices, there are few local teachers and the majority 
of children are not from the surrounding areas. HC informed the group that last year the cost to 
LCC for bussing children to school was £750,000.  
 

8. AL discussed the proposed parking plans for Wetherby with the group. The improved cycle links 
with Boston Spa would hopefully have an impact on parking.  

 

9. Boston Spa group offered support and help to the Wetherby Neighbourhood Plan group if it 
was needed. AL thanked the group for their support and attendance at the meeting.  
 
Boston Spa group left 7.45pm. 

 

10. KB had received 3 quotes from consultants with regards to completing the Wetherby 
Neighbourhood plan. The quotes were discussed and it was agreed that KB would arrange a 
meeting with AL, HC, KB and David Gluck from Ruralis to discuss in more detail the completion 
of the plan and final costs. 

 

11. Date of the next meeting: - TBC 
 
12. Meeting closed 8.00pm 
 


